Mr. HERBERT TILLEY desired to refer to one case in the hope that it might prevent others falling into the error he had committed. A man, suffering from difficulty in breathing, had a large cyst on the laryngeal surface of the epiglottis; it was so large that it prevented a view of the glottis. In colour it was a very pale blue and semi-translucent, and minute blood-vessels were seen coursing over the surface of it. He cocainized it and proceeded to remove it by the direct method, when there was a gush of thin yellow fluid, and the cyst collapsed. He removed all he could of the cyst wall, scored the inner wall with the galvano-cautery, and concluded that all would be well. But the cyst recurred in three or four weeks, and the laryngoscopical view showed that things had reproduced themselves. The man also pointed out a swelling in front of his neck which was painful on pressure. He (Mr. Tilley) then opened from the outside, and let out a large quantity of pus. No doubt the laryngeal operation had infected a large cyst. As the cyst continued to secrete in spite of free drainage, Mr. Trotter, by means of a difficult dissection, excised the cyst, which he found leading into the region of the larynx. The patient eventually made an excellent recovery.
Laryngeal Case for Diagnosis.
H. P. N., AGED 45, a baker, complains of a husky voice and a lump on the right side of his throat. He was quite healthy up to six years ago, when he had rheumatic pains in his joints. He dates his throat trouble to whooping-cough five years ago. There is no history of syphilis. He is a narried man with a healthy family. His wife has had one stillborn child, full time. Two sisters died from tuberculosis. Twelve months ago he noticed the right side of his throat began to swell in the region of the thyroid cartilage; for the past three months there has been no change in size. He has had no cough, and is not losing weight; is naturally thin. Has no night sweats. Chest examination shows signs of a healed cavity in apex of right lung. There is a swelling over the right side of the thyroid cartilage about the size of a pigeon's egg, fairly firm and slightly fluctuating. The upper border of the right ala of thyroid cartilage is ill defined, but the cricoid and hyoid cartilages can be distinctly felt. An exploratory puncture has been made and i oz. of greenish pus withdrawn.
On microscopical examination by Mr. Archer Ryland the pus proved to contain no tubercle bacilli, and the culture was sterile. On palpating the thyroid cartilage after the puncture the outline of the right ala could be distinctly felt and there was a feeling of a depression in the cartilage.
Laryngoscopical examination: The whole of the right and the posterior half of the left vocal cords are obscured by a swelling bulging into the ventricles. The arytaenoids are red and swollen, as is the ary-epiglottic fold. There is no ulceration.
Dr. Wyatt Wingrave kindly did a Wassermann reaction, which proved negative. von Pirquet's reaction proved positive, but no tubercle bacilli could be found in the sputum. A blood count gave 16,400 leucocytes.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. DUNDAS GRANT said it was probably a case of tuberculosis of the thyroid cartilage, producing perichondritis in the first place, and then breaking down.
Mr. BARWELL expressed his agreement with the view of Dr. Grant; he considered the case to be one of tuberculous laryngitis with perichondritis of the thyroid cartilage.
Vertical and Horizontal Gripping Forceps for use in various Tonsil Operations.
By JAMES DONELAN, M.B.
THESE are a modification and, it is hoped, an improvement on those shown by the exhibitor last session. They will be found useful, especially where deeply embedded tonsils have to be dissected out from between the pillars. The tonsil can be seized either vertically or horizontally as may offer the better hold. The spring then locks the forceps and the tonsil is freed from its bed to the desired extent or is dissected completely out. If preferred, a snare or guillotine can be passed over the proximal end of the forceps on to the loosened tonsil and the operation completed in this manner.
